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Several years ago, when we first envi-
sioned the Online Journal of Clinical
Innovations (OJCI) and began its develop-
ment, our focus was on expediting the
transfer of new knowledge into nursing
practice with the aim of improving the
cost, quality, and outcomes of patient care.
Our methods were grounded in the tradi-
tion of knowledge utilization and informed
by two decades of work by trailblazing
scholars advancing nursing’s capacity for
research utilization. Concurrent with the
evolution of our fledgling online journal,
the field of evidence-based practice has
emerged from seeds sown by the work of
international scholars developing the field
of evidence-based medicine. Jennings and
Loan present a pithy discussion and
authoritative analysis of the challenges and
opportunities nurses confront in embracing
the principles of evidence-based practice.
If, as they propose, research use and
research-based practice are subsets of the
larger arena of evidence-based practice, the
implications are clear — these are essential
tools for clinicians working in the trenches
of nursing practice and health care in a
new century.

In fact, research-based practice and the
larger arena of evidence-based practice
may be critical to a vital dimension of
healthcare quality: patient safety. In a fol-
low-up report to its stunning discussion of

medical errors, “To Err Is Human,” the
Institute of Medicine’s recent report,
“Crossing the Quality Chasm,” recom-
mends ten new rules for the healthcare sys-
tem in the 21st century and espouses rule
number five — evidence-based decision
making. In discussing this proposed new
rule for a safer, better healthcare system,
the Institute of Medicine notes that “best
care results from the conscientious, explic-
it, and judicious use of current best evi-
dence and knowledge of patient values by
well-trained, experienced clinicians.”

Every issue of the OJCI brings to clini-
cians our best synthesis of research, quali-
ty, and clinical literature with the potential
to support clinicians in their search for this
“best evidence and knowledge.” Noting the
source of the evidence and discussing its
strengths and limitations, we highlight
implications for practice with the intent of
expediting the search for knowledge to
guide professional development, refine
clinical policies and procedures, and intro-
duce new practice innovations. With our
latest article, “Patient Education in Disease
and Symptom Management: Congestive
Heart Failure,” the final manuscript in this
five-part series, we add to the body of lit-
erature on disease management, focusing
on the evidence concerning patients with
congestive heart failure and how best to
educate them to lead lives in which symp-
toms are controlled and life is lived to its
maximum potential.

Nurses in all roles and across diverse set-
tings in the healthcare system of the new
century must acquire the tools necessary to
engage in evidence-based practice and
move through the quality chasm to a new
view of nursing practice and patient care.
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With each issue of the OJCI we make an
effort to add to the collective illumination
that will help guide the journey!
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