
hile end users can “search” databases by following
on-screen directions, they need to understand the
basic structure of bibliographic databases in order to
get good results.  In particular, they need to under-

stand the importance of using the thesaurus and the nature of the
tree structures. This is an example of a teaching technique which
seemed to “click.” My goal was to teach the basic concepts of bibli-
ographic databases and the use of subject headings (including tree
structures) as well as Boolean operators.  In a class I taught on bib-
liographic databases to a RN degree completion audience, only 2 of
20 had done their own searching and none knew about using a the-
saurus.  For the course (I was a guest lecturer) they had to do their
own search.  When I went back the next week to help with an
Internet class, I had the opportunity to ask how their searches had
gone.  The overwhelming response was that knowing about subject
headings was what made the difference.  While I had demonstrated
Grateful Med because of no access to health-related CD-ROMs at
the distance education site, for their assignment most had searched
CINAHL and/or MEDLINE on CD-ROM at their local health
science libraries – and had success.  They expressed a sense of
empowerment derived from doing their own searching, which I
found quite refreshing.

The database instruction was integrated into a session on basic
computer applications – word processing, spreadsheets, graphics,
and databases – where I used one of my grant projects as an exam-
ple of how these program types are used.  For instance, we con-
structed a graph in Harvard Graphics based on their responses to
some survey questions on nurses’ experiences with computer appli-
cations.  Library databases were used to demonstrate the concepts
of database, record, and field.  For purposes of illustration, I used
the filing analogy, with file cabinet/folder illustration:

File cabinets = MEDLARS
File drawer = MEDLINE

File folder = database  record – one article
Database record offers specific fields – form for indexing

Next, I quickly reviewed the indexing process, noting that the
fields in the record were both objective and subjective, and then
introduced the exercise, outlined below.

1. Introduce “seat work.”  Refer to indexing form handout.
The objective (bibliographic citation) information was com-
pleted for the  sample article.  Note  the use of

descriptors/publication types, the check tags, and other data-
base fields. (Blank form follows, which you can use for your
own article choice.)

2. Students read article and assign subject headings, both major
and minor.

3. Instructor has blank transparency (flip chart would also
work).  Moving around the room, ask each student to give
one subject heading they used, until there are no more ideas,
and write them down.

4. Do an author/title search for the article in databases you are
teaching – would be best to find and compare indexing in
both MEDLINE and CINAHL.

5. Review records and compare subject headings to students’
thoughts.  Note that indexers don’t always agree!

6. Demonstrate constructing a search for the key concepts in
your article.  Include basic information on Boolean & tree
structures, using tree related to the sample search. Note that
other systems have different ways ofgetting tothe thesaurus –
I mentioned F9 in the SilverPlatter SPIRS software, as it is
the most common in use in our area.

7. Emphasize main point:  When subject searching, always look
for relevant subject headings first.  Use keywords only if you
can’t find a good heading.

8. Conclude with comment that the best way to learn is to do a
search, reading screens and asking for help from the reference
librarian.

Students were advised to do their searches in at least two data-
bases and compare the process and results.  Were available subject
headings the same?  How did the indexing of the articles compare?

The article I selected reinforced the database concept – what
needs to be in a standard patient record to get at nursing outcomes?
The citation: Zielstorff R. Nursing language, nursing documenta-
tion, and you. D Medsurg Nursing 1994 Apr;3(2):144-5.  The
instructor really appreciated my stress of the importance of the
Nursing Minimum Data Set and nursing classifications.  How can
one research nursing outcomes if there isn’t a standard terminolo-
gy?  The same applies to literature searching.   

The example should be varied according to the background and
needs of the students.  For a class with beginning nursing students,
I would choose a clinical article.

Teaching the importance of using
subject headings

by Margaret (Peg) Allen, MLS-AHIP, Health Sciences Library Consultant 
Revision of article published in Nursing and Allied Health Section Newsletter 1995 (April) 14(4):12-14.
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DOODY’S STAR RATINGS SOON TO BE AVAILABLE
IN THE CINAHL® DATABASE

Doody’s Star Ratings will soon appear in the review field of
book records (those reviewed by Doody) in the CINAHL database.
These ratings indicate an expert’s objective opinion about the value
of the book.  The number of stars assigned to a book correlates to a
numerical score the book receives as depicted in the chart below.

The numerical score results from the answers an expert reviewer
gives to each question on an 18-point questionnaire.  The ques-
tionnaire highlights 16 different elements of the book (such as the
number and quality of the illustrations; the number, currency, and
pertinence of the references; and the amount of duplication, etc.),
and the reviewer must rate each element on a 5-point scale.  The
reviewers are typically academically based health care professionals
with an expertise in the subject area of the book.

Doody Publishing’s staff enters the reviewer’s answers into its
computer and the rating is automatically calculated.  The highest
score a book can receive is 100.  The lowest is 20.  Scores are plot-
ted on a bell curve to yield the following scale for the Doody Star
Rating.

***** 97 - 100 Exceptional book, with nearly flawless execution
**** 90 - 96 Outstanding book, with minor problems in 

execution
*** 69 - 89 Very good book, but usually with one or more 

fairly significant flaws
** 47 - 68 Average book, usually with several flaws 

(or one major flaw) or significant weaknesses 
versus its competition

* below 46 Substandard book

Doody’s Star Ratings are just one part of a comprehensive book
review service Doody Publishing offers for health science libraries
and bookstores, as well as health care professionals and students.
For more information about Doody Publishing’s print and elec-
tronic publications, visit their web site at http://www1.doody.com/
web/DEJFAGuestFAQs.htm#publications.

NEW JOURNAL TITLES ADDED IN JANUARY-MAY
1997 TO THE CINAHL ® DATABASE

• Alternative Medicine Digest
• American Journal of Alzheimer's Disease
• American Journal of Audiology
• American Journal of Electroneurodiagnostic Technology
• Australian Electronic Journal of Nursing Education
• Bottom Line/Health
• Canadian Journal of Community Mental Health
• Cancer Journal from Scientific American
• Chiropractic History
• Chiropractic Report
• Clinical Excellence for Nurse Practitioners
• Clinical Journal of Oncology Nursing
• Clinical Laboratory Science
• Cost Management in Cardiac Care
• Current Opinion in Pulmonary Medicine
• D.C. Tracts
• Dermatologic Clinics
• Dynamic Chiropractic
• Ear and Hearing
• Excellence
• Family Practice Management
• Foot and Ankle Quarterly--The Seminar Journal
• The Future of Children
• Gastroenterology Clinics of North America
• Gender & Psychoanalysis: An Interdisciplinary Journal
• Good Housekeeping
• Hand Clinics
• Health Care on the Internet
• Health Letter on the CDC
• Health System Leader
• Immunology and Allergy Clinics of North America
• Information Technology and Libraries
• JNMS: Journal of the Neuromusculoskeletal System
• The JOURNAL
• Journal of Community Practice
• Journal of Critical Care
• Journal of Fluency Disorders
• Journal of HIV/AIDS Prevention & Education for Adolescents

& Children
• Journal of Long Term Home Health Care
• Journal of Musculoskeletal Pain
• Journal of PeriAnesthesia Nursing
• Journal of Perinatal Education
• Journal of the American Dental Association: JADA
• Journal of the Canadian Dietetic Association
• Legal Medical Quarterly
• Lippincott Health Promotion Letter

A l l  N e w  We b s i t e
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The  OV ID  Nu rs i ng  Co l lec t i on
Ovid’s sixth Full Text Collection offers users articles, graphics, captions, outlines and references of 14 prominent
nursing journals. Documents are fully searchable and navigable due to Ovid’s SGML-based electronic format. Users
benefit from intra- and inter-document links. The Ovid Nursing Collection is also linked to the CINAHL® database for
more effective searching. Coverage is from 1995 forward. Product updates occur on a monthly basis.

● Advances In Nursing Science ● Journal of Clinical Nursing
● American Journal of Infection Control ● Journal of Emergency Nursing
● AORN Journal ● Nurse Researcher
● Dermatology Nursing ● Nursing and Health Care
● Heart and Lung ● Nursing Management (RCN Publishing)
● Image: Journal of Nursing Scholarship ● Nursing Standard
● Journal of Advanced Nursing ● RN

The Ovid Nursing Collection will be available on CD-ROM and in magnetic format for local installations and will also be
available remotely via Ovid Online and the World Wide Web. Pricing begins at $1,695 — discounts are available to
print journal subscribers.

Call now to place your order for the OVID NURSING C O L L E C T I O N

v i si t  ou r  h ome page at   h t t p : / / w w w . o v i d . c o m

• LITA Newsletter
• Making the Rounds
• Men's Health
• Neuroimaging Clinics of North America
• Neurosurgery Clinics of North America
• New Zealand Public Health Report
• NLN Research & Policy PRISM
• Nursing Diagnosis The Journal of Nursing Language and

Classification
• Nursing Focus (California)
• Nursing Trends & Issues
• Nutrition Reviews
• Online Journal of Issues in Nursing
• Ophthalmology Clinics of North America
• Otolaryngologic Clinics of North America
• Outpatient Benchmarks
• Pacific Journal of Oriental Medicine
• Paediatric Nursing
• Perspectives in Psychiatric Care: The Journal for Nurse

Psychotherapists
• PFCA Review
• Physical Therapy Reviews
• Physiotherapy Research International
• The Prevention Researcher

• Prism
• Professional Nurse (Singapore)
• Progress in Cardiovascular Diseases
• Psychiatric Care
• Radiologic Clinics of North America
• Rehabilitation R&D Progress Reports
• Revista Rol de Enfermeria
• Rheumatic Disease Clinics of North America
• Seminars in Arthritis and Rheumatism
• Seminars in Oncology
• Seminars in Radiologic Technology
• Seminars in Roentgenology
• Seminars in Urologic Oncology
• Shanxi Journal of Nursing
• Surgical Oncology Clinics of North America
• Technology and Disability
• Topics in Stroke Rehabilitation
• Transfusion Medicine Reviews
• Urologic Clinics of North America
• World of Irish Nursing
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Easy AccessEasy Access

to Healthcare Information 
on the World Wide Web!

"Every medical librarian 
should have 
this website bookmarked."
What we’ve added for you:
• New web-based access to the CINAHL® database
• Free search and technical support
• Complete contents of the CINAHL database including the latest journals
• Full text document delivery for only $12
• Acclaimed CINAHLsources link index featuring abstracts for over 100 health

care-related websites, including hypertext links 

Visit

the all new Cinahl website 
— you’ll be surprised 

by what’s there.
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